FARINGDON TWINNING ASSOCIATION

ANNUAL REPORT 2015-16

During the past year Faringdon has celebrated its 25th Anniversary of twinning with le Mele-sur-Sarthe.

15-18 May 2015 
The French visited us in May – 84 came from overseas, including a contingent from Falkenstein  in Germany and several from Libcany in the Czech Republic – towns that are also twinned with le Mele.

Friday was a visit to Windsor Castle – with hand-held audio guides, everyone could look around at their own pace, allowing flexibility to enjoy Windsor itself (and its shops, pubs and cafes). We had great feedback from our visitors.

On Saturday, Sofka Zinoffiev opened Faringdon House and displayed the eccentricities of its previous owner Lord Berners. Lunch was in the Corn Exchange and we were entertained by our MC Sjoerd Vogt.  The visitors were welcomed by the Mayor, Dr Mike Wise. This was followed by formal speeches celebrating the Anniversary, from the current Chairs, various dignatories from both sides of the Channel including Ed Vaizey MP, Czech and German representatives, and Pierre Sillieres who was instrumental in setting up the Twinning.  There was an exchange of gifts presented by children.
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In the evening we enjoyed a shared supper and dancing to the Abingdon Swing Band, and a performance by the Joint Twinning Choir.

28-31 August 2015
The return trip saw nearly 100 Faringdonians travel by various means to le Mele.  As well as the traditional coach, some went by car, others by motorbike and a group of 25 cycled there, taking a day either side of the Channel with an overnight crossing in between.
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There was a huge Saturday night party. Members of the Youth Twinning were the waiters and waitresses, and the Drama group put on an amusing presentation of the history of Twinning, which cleverly included the speeches.  Faringdon band, Boogie Me, made the journey over to entertain the 220 guests – their first European Tour! 

Sunday was a visit to the Mont St Michel, including a 6km walk across the bay through the low-water tide and avoiding the quicksands.

Monday was time for goodbyes and 12 even made the return journey by bike.

Other events
Youth twinning remains very popular for the French coming to England, probably because of the desire to learn English, but 2015 was a quiet year for English children to go to France.  That said both groups had a brilliant time with lots of positive feedback, and plenty of new friendships made.  Our Twinnies Facebook page is being well-used.

We have had our regular fund-raising events, including January meal out at La Bobina and another very successful Quiz Night. 

During the year we have shared happy events such as the wedding of Jenny Barter with French guests attending, and sad ones too: Julie, the daughter of regular French Twinners, Gerard and Martine Ganivet, was killed in a car accident. Twinning members crossed the Channel to attend the funeral.

Summary
Twinning seems ever stronger in Faringdon with record numbers involved in the 25th Anniversary celebrations.

Less grants are available and we were very grateful to receive a generous contribution from Faringdon Town Council towards our May 2015 hospitality.  Fund-raising therefore continues to be important especially to support the Youth Twinning.

As always we are very grateful for the help of everyone involved in Faringdon Twinning in making it so successful.

Future plans
Over the first weekend of June, a dozen Twinners will travel to Falkenstein which is the German twin town of le Mele to further our friendships made during their visit to Faringdon last May.

Mid-July sees 10 English children with 2 leaders taking part in the Youth Exchange staying with French families in le Mele for 5 days. This follows on from the French children experiencing life with a Faringdon family.

Bookings are being taken for the annual visit to le Mele over the August Bank Holiday weekend – for further details of this or any other Twinning matter, please contact us on faringdontwinning@gmail.com or phone David Williamson on 01367 240033.

